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GATHERING
Masks will be lowered by worship leaders when speaking, at their discretion.

  INTRODUCTION                    Lexi Boudreaux

  PRAYER CONCERNS AND INTENTIONS FOR LENT
  This is a time for prayerful reflection. You are invited to come forward during the Voluntary, if you 
  wish, to light a candle and name a prayer concern or a personal intention for the season of Lent.

  VOLUNTARY         O Welt, ich muss dich lassen, Op. 122, No. 11         Johannes Brahms

  GREETING         Dan Smith and Jaz Buchanan

*HYMN (insert)                Give Me a Clean Heart

READINGS AND RESPONSES

  ASHES, A SIGN OF CREATION         Sarah Higginbotham
 READING        Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
 SILENCE

*You are invited to stand. Hymns proceeded by a “C” are found in the beginning section of the hymnal. This section 
  contains hymns written and composed by current and past members of First Church in Cambridge.

WELCOME TO FIRST CHURCH IN CAMBRIDGE...
Grounded in God • Growing in Community • Acting in Love

We’re glad you are worshiping with us today! First Church is a vibrant, 
multi-generational, engaged, urban church. We care a lot about each 

other and what’s happening in the world around us. Wherever you are 
on the journey of faith, you are welcome here.

Leading Worship Dan Smith, Senior Minister 
   Lexi Boudreaux, Transitional Minister
   Kate Layzer, Minister of Street Outreach
   Jaz Buchanan, Pastoral Associate
   Sarah Higginbotham, Director of Creative Worship & Arts
   Jennifer Velazquez, guest organist
   Kevin Newell, tech support
Bulletin Cover Image Freddie Funck, Youth Group member 
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 RESPONSE           from Psalm 8
  L:      O Lord, Our God, how wonderful is your name in all the earth!
  All:   When I look up at the heavens, the work of your fingers,
   the moon and the stars you put in place—
   I wonder, what are human beings that you think about us?
   Mortals that you love us?
   You have made us a little less than divine
   and crowned us with glory and honor.
   O Lord, our God, how wonderful is your name in all the earth!

  ASHES, A SIGN OF MORTALITY
 READING                Genesis 3:8-13, 17-19
 SILENCE
 RESPONSE: HYMN 412   Jesus, I Live to Thee

  ASHES, A SIGN OF REPENTANCE
 READING             2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:2
 SILENCE
 RESPONSE          from Psalm 130
  L: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
   and put a new and right spirit within me.
  All:    Do not cast me away from your presence,
   and do not take your holy spirit from me.
   Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
   and sustain in me a willing spirit.

  ASHES, A SIGN OF THE CROSS
 READING                Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
 SILENCE
 RESPONSE: HYMN 183      What Wondrous Love Is This?

THE RITUAL OF ASHES 

  BLESSING OF THE ASHES              Kate Layzer

  THE SIGN OF ASHES
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

  You may come forward now to one of our stations. If you prefer to have a blessing and take 
  ashes with you to use on your own, please let us know as you come up. If you have not yet lit a 
  candle with a prayer intention, you may do so on your way back to your pew. 



*HYMN 338       God Be in My Head

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

*BLESSING              From Isaiah 61:1-4, 10-11
 L: The Spirit of the Holy One is upon you,
  because God has anointed you;
  and is sending you to bring good news to the oppressed,
  to bind up the broken-hearted,
  to proclaim a season of God’s favor,
  to comfort all who mourn—
  to give them a garland instead of ashes,
  gladness instead of sorrow,
  a mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
  And you will be called oaks of righteousness,
  the plantings of the Holy One to display God’s glory.
  You shall build up the ancient devastation, repair the ruined cities,
  and heal the despair of many generations.
 All:  And I shall greatly rejoice in the Holy One;
  for God has clothed me in garments of salvation,
  and covered me with a robe of righteousness!
  As the earth brings forth its shoots,
  so God will cause justice and praise to spring up before all nations!

*PEACE AND FAREWELL
 L:      Go in peace to love and serve our Maker!
 All:   Thanks be to God!
 L:      Now share with each other a sign of Christ’s peace!
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OPENING HYMN

-Hymn Insert 1-



-Hymn Insert 2-

FIRST RESPONSE HYMN



-Hymn Insert 3-

SECOND RESPONSE HYMN



-Hymn Insert 4-

CLOSING HYMN


